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H

ere are so
m

e q
u
estio

n
s to

 start w
ith

:
●

D
o
es th

e sch
o
o
l h

ave h
igh

ly
q
u
alified

 teach
ers in

 th
e m

ajo
r

su
b
ject areas?

●
D

id
 th

e sch
o
o
l m

ake A
d
eq

u
ate

Y
early P

ro
gress? 

●
If n

o
t, w

h
at is th

e sch
o
o
l’s

im
p
ro

vem
en

t p
lan

?
●

W
h
ere can

 I fin
d
 a co

p
y o

f th
e

sch
o
o
l’s N

C
LB

 R
ep

o
rt C

ard
?

●
W

h
at o

th
er m

easu
res d

o
es th

e
sch

o
o
l u

se to
 d

eterm
in

e its
ach

ievem
en
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A
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O
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L
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U
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C
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P
aren

tal in
vo

lvem
en

t p
lays a b

ig ro
le

in
 th

e su
ccess o

f stu
d
en

ts an
d
 sch

o
o
ls.

H
ere are a few

 th
in

gs yo
u
 can

 d
o
:

●
M

ake su
re yo

u
r ch

ild
 co

m
es to

sch
o
o
l o

n
 tim

e an
d
 atten

d
s every

d
ay.

●
M

ake su
re yo

u
r ch

ild
 co

m
es to

sch
o
o
l w

ell-rested
 an

d
 read

y to
learn

.
●

V
isit yo

u
r ch

ild
’s classro

o
m

 an
d

sch
o
o
l as o

ften
 as yo

u
 can

.
●

A
tten

d
 sch

ed
u
led

 m
eetin

gs an
d

even
ts at th

e sch
o
o
l.

●
M

ake su
re yo

u
r ch

ild
 sp

en
d
s

tim
e everyd

ay stu
d
yin

g w
h
at

h
e/sh

e is learn
in

g in
 sch

o
o
l.

●
A
sk teach

ers h
o
w

 yo
u
 can

su
p
p
o
rt yo

u
r ch

ild
’s effo
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b
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o
o
l p

erfo
rm

an
ce, call th

e
fo
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w

in
g o
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e w
eb

sites:

Published by: 
D.C. Board of Education Public Charter School Office and

D.C. Public Charter School Board

Fall 2004

P
A

R
E

N
T

 G
U

ID
E

U
N

D
E

R
S

TA
N

D
IN

G
 T

H
E

 
N

O
 C

H
IL

D
 L

E
F

T
 B

E
H

IN
D

A
C

T

W
h

at it M
ean

s fo
r 

D
.C

.C
h

arter S
ch

o
o

l Fam
ilies

D.C. Public Charter School Board
202/328-2660
http://w

w
w

.dcpubliccharter.com
/com

m
unityint/

Generalinfo/nclb.htm

Departm
ent of Education – No Child Left Behind w

ebsite
http://w

w
w

.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtm
l?src=fb

D.C. State Education Agency
202/442-5405

D.C. Board of Education Public Charter School Office 
202/442-5195
http://w

w
w

.dcboecharters.org/charter_schools.htm



W
H

A
T

IS
T

H
E

N
O

C
H

IL
D

L
E

F
T

B
E

H
IN

D
A

C
T?

In
 Jan

u
ary 2002, P

resid
en

t B
u
sh

sign
ed

 in
to

 law
 th

e N
o
 C

h
ild

 Left
B

eh
in

d
 A

ct (N
C
LB

), w
h
ich

 req
u
ires

th
at all sch

o
o
ls receivin

g T
itle I

(fed
eral) fu

n
d
s:

●
en

su
re th

at all stu
d
en

ts in
 grad

es
3-11 test at grad

e level in
 read

in
g

an
d
 m

ath
 b

y th
e sch

o
o
l year

2013-2014;
●

m
ake A

d
eq

u
ate Y

early P
ro

gress
(AY

P
) to

w
ard

s th
at go

al, each
year lead

in
g u

p
 to

 2013; 
●

take co
rrective actio

n
s if th

e
sch

o
o
l d

o
es n

o
t m

ake A
d
eq

u
ate

Y
early P

ro
gress; an

d
,

●
en

su
re th

at teach
ers m

eet N
C
LB

’s
“h

igh
ly q

u
alified

” req
u
irem

en
ts.

T
h
e law

’s in
ten

tio
n
 is to

 m
ake it n

o
lo

n
ger accep

tab
le fo

r so
m

e stu
d
en

ts
to

 fail, even
 if m

o
st su

cceed
.  
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P

u
b

lic ch
arter sch

o
o

ls m
u

st m
eet

th
e sam

e stan
d

ard
s as th

e
trad

itio
n

al p
u

b
lic sch

o
o

ls. 

B
ecau

se ch
arter sch

o
o
ls are sch

o
o
ls

o
f ch

o
ice, p

aren
ts m

ay ch
o
o
se to

tran
sfer th

eir ch
ild

 to
 an

o
th

er p
u
b
lic

sch
o
o
l (ch

arter o
r n

eigh
b
o
rh

o
o
d
) fo

r
an

y reaso
n
.
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A
d
eq

u
ate Y

early P
ro

gress (AY
P
) is th

e
am

o
u
n
t o

f acad
em

ic p
ro

gress all
stu

d
en

ts in
 a sch

o
o
l m

u
st m

ake each
year. In

 D
.C

. th
e State E

d
u
catio

n
A
gen

cy d
eterm

in
es w

h
at p

ercen
tage

o
f stu

d
en

ts in
 a sch

o
o
l m

u
st p

erfo
rm

at th
eir grad

e level in
 read

in
g an

d
m

ath
. T

h
e go

al is th
at a

ll
stu

d
en

ts w
ill

b
e p

erfo
rm

in
g at grad

e level b
y th

e
sch

o
o
l year 2013-2014.
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P
u
b
lic ch

arter sch
o
o
ls th

at d
o
 n

o
t

m
ake AY

P
 tw

o
 years in

 a ro
w

 are
“Id

en
tified

 fo
r Im

p
ro

vem
en

t.” T
h
ey

are th
en

 req
u
ired

 to
:

●
o
ffer all stu

d
en

ts th
e o

p
tio

n
 to

tran
sfer to

 an
o
th

er p
u
b
lic sch

o
o
l

(ch
arter o

r trad
itio

n
al) th

at h
as

n
o
t b

een
 id

en
tified

 fo
r

im
p
ro

vem
en

t b
y th

e first d
ay o

f
sch

o
o
l; an

d
,

●
d
evelo

p
 a Sch

o
o
l Im

p
ro

vem
en

t
P
lan

.

In
 th

e th
ird

 year, if th
ere are n

o
sp

aces in
 sch

o
o
ls th

at m
ad

e AY
P, yo

u
r

ch
ild

’s sch
o
o
l m

u
st o

ffer su
p
p
lem

en
tal

services to
 th

eir stu
d
en

ts. P
rio

rity
m

u
st b

e given
 to

 th
eir lo

w
-in

co
m

e
stu

d
en

ts.
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P
aren

ts can
 d

o
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g:
●

R
eview

 th
e stan

d
ard

ized
 test

rep
o
rt th

at w
as sen

t h
o
m

e at th
e

en
d
 o

f th
e sch

o
o
l year; stu

d
en

ts
sco

rin
g at th

e 40th
 p

ercen
tile o

r
b
etter m

ad
e th

e m
in

im
u
m

exp
ected

 p
ro

gress.
●

A
sk a teach

er, co
u
n
selo

r o
r

p
rin

cip
al to

 exp
lain

 th
e rep

o
rt. 

W
H

A
T

IF
M

Y
C

H
IL

D
N

E
E

D
S

M
O

R
E

H
E

L
P ?

M
o
st ch

arter sch
o
o
ls are o

fferin
g

sp
ecial skill d

evelo
p
m

en
t p

ro
gram

s to
h
elp

 stu
d
en

ts w
h
o
 are p

erfo
rm

in
g

b
elo

w
 grad

e level. A
sk yo

u
r ch

ild
’s

teach
er o

r co
u
n
selo

r to
 id

en
tify th

e
righ

t p
ro

gram
 fo

r yo
u
r ch

ild
. O

r ask
th

e p
rin

cip
al to

 h
elp

 id
en

tify services
th

at are o
ffered

 o
u
tsid

e o
f th

e sch
o
o
l.


